
                          PEAKS SRT WEEKEND 6 – 8 July 07

Cavers 

Andy Brown, Richard Nicholson, Simon Moth, David Holmes, Dave 
Gosdend, Steve Sharp, Rodger Gullidge, 

The trip had been organized by Andy Brown and Richard Nicholson.

After a fairly easy drive we met at a local café close to Hillocks mine located 
in the village of Monyash. This was to be our first trip, we discussed our pre 
planned route and split into two teams of three for our cross over trip in the 
mine.

Mine Description

Two vertical entrance series give way to the horizontal lower series which 
we all teamed up to explore, In the lower parts of the mine there are small 



natural bedding planes here and there  but they become to tight. We found 
the connection point leading to Knotlow Cavern, this is a very small tunnel, 
Richard volunteered to go first but had to abandon the exploration due to 
high water levels within the link. Further exploration led to a large conduit 
tunnel leading to another part of the mine, the way on was a very unstable 
collapse shored up with scaffolding we decided this way was not a safe 
option. We explored the many side routes to this mine and headed back out; 
the main pitch is a straight 65m prusik with one deviation  and can be quite 
exhausting.

We all met back up on the surface to be greeted by the peaks rain and as we 
changed back into our clothes we got soaked. 

Our next stop was to Pindale Outdoor Centre our accommodation for the 
next two evenings, the centre is located in the heart of the beautiful National 
park of the Peak District. Our accommodation comprised of a bunkhouse 
sleeping 8 people and a self catering kitchen. Dave H and Simon camped in 
the adjacent field. 
We all met at the Woodroffe Arms on the evening for drinks and a meal to 
discuss the day’s events; at this point we were also met by Leo Roche and 
Martin Rhys who had planned a walking trip for the weekend. Back to the 
bunkhouse where we pre packed all the rope bags for Saturdays trip.



Saturday

We all woke bright and early and after a hearty breakfast we headed for 
Oxlow Cavern.

Cave Description

A fine “vertical” trip, relatively dry and relaxed, deep and mostly in big 
passage formed within a mineral vein. Three pitches lead down to a coll 
70m below the entrance where there are two ways on. To the East, 
another decent continues down into East Chamber (very big), and to the 
west, the impressive West swirl passage leads down at 45 degrees to the 
4th pitch and West Chamber, which is massive. The far end of West 
Chamber links through to the bottom of Maskhill Mine. From the 
bottom of the fourth pitch, in the West Antechamber a pull-through 
pitch up reaches a crawl heading north away from the vein to reach the 
New Oxlow Series and the connection to Giant’s Hole.

This was a fantastic trip with some extremely large pitches. The entrance 
shaft is located in a hillside close to Castleton. The trip had some interesting 
SRT technicalities and some of the deviations left you feeling like a trapeze 
artist. The Main pitch in the Cave was breathtaking and this led down to a 
point where a pull through trip could be entered to the connection point with 
Giants Hole.

As we reached the bottom of the pitch I enquired to the whereabouts of 
Simon Moth?  Simon was exploring a small crawl at the bottom of the pitch, 
the others did not seem to keen to follow, I decided to follow Simon and 
have a look. The crawl led to an enormous Aven which after a fair distance 
led to a tunnel leading to the head of a waterfall. We turned back at this 
point and all headed up the pitch via the pull through route. At the top of a 
pitch we all found ourselves in a small chamber having to remove our SRT 
kits to explore the possible connection with Giants Hole. We found the way 
on was tight and route finding was difficult. We headed back and were met 
by another two teams on there way down.



Oxlow Cavern

One on the surface we changed and headed down to Hitch and Hike where 
we persuaded Dave H to part with his money and purchase a pantin foot 
Ascender.

We arrived back at our accommodation and had a look around the site, the 
site used to be a working mine and the engine house still remains, within the 
Farm house there are pictures of recent excavations and capping of the mine.

On the evening Andy had booked a table at Cheshire Cheese where we 
enjoyed the good food and drink and exchanged stories.



Sunday

Eldon Hole 

Cave Description

A classic open vertical pothole. Eldon is a wide 55m deep rift open to the 
surface. At the base is a continuation to another large chamber and a number 
of pretties. A useful SRT training and rigging trip. Eldon is also a pleasant 
evening trip, and can accommodate a number of teams due to the four 
possible main shaft routes. Eldon is rumored to have once connected to a 
stream way, which may provide a link to Peak Cavern, and as a result has 
always been a popular, though difficult place to dig. As well with all open 
pits, dead creatures are a common occurrence, meaning hand washing is a 
vital on return.



We arrived at Eldon Hole Andy and Richard rigged the two pitches and we 
split into teams of two for another cross over trip. Once you kit up and climb 
over the edge Eldon Hole gives you a very real feeling of exposure.
The top of the shaft is very dry and overgrown and as you descend the 
depths the Cave becomes wet and covered in moss.

We all met up at the bottom of the main pitch and headed down slope to the 
entrance of the main cavern, once inside the cavern is very large and several 
digs are taking place. We explored all of the digs but they don’t go far at 
present. Richard then rigged the pull through in the main chamber and we all 
headed up to see the pretties in the higher chambers. An interesting prusik 
up into a well decorated chamber and another pull through into a very well 
decorated chamber at the highest point of the cave. Access to the final 
chamber is through a very awkward squeeze which is worse on the return.

We made our way back down to the bottom of the entrance series crossed 
over and headed out of Eldon Hole.

We arrived back to camp and packed up, we then headed down to the stream 
in Castleton to wash off the ropes and all ended up getting a good soaking, 
our last stop was to the delicatessen for some food a must for any hungry 
Caver, We then left for home and saw the Derbyshire Cave Rescue heading 
to P8 for a rescue.

This was a fantastic trip and a must for any club members who like SRT.


